New Boats
Lakitte 44

Another Perry cruising success.

HE FIRST LAFITTE 44 to appear in the United

States was the star of the Long Beach, Cal., boat
show, where her teak decks and warmly finished in-
terior drew the attention of all who boarded her.

Designed by the ubiquitous Robert Perry, the 44 is
44'4” x 35'5” x12'8” and draws 6’4”. Both her under-
body, with fin keel and skeg rudder, and her canoe
stern recall to some degree Perry’s first great success,
the Valiant 40. She cafries 867 sq. ft. of sail in her
cutter rig, and her displacement is 27,500 1b.

One balmy, light-weather day last -summer Mike
Lewis, president of Pacific Far East Industries, the
partnership that builds and markets the 44, dealer Bob
Babson and I took Babson’s own 44 out for a sail. 1
found her performance impressive in the long swells
and fluky breeze that prevailed off Newport Harbor.
But the most impressive features of the boat are the
luxurious interior and well-conceived after cabin ar-
rangement. Perry has done a fine job of making a 44-
footer seem much larger than her nominal size in terms
of usable space, and he has also attended to fine finish-
ing detail: drying racks over the engine, decorative
Lucite-backed stained glass cabinet doors, teak and
holly used throughout and molded fiberglass head
units that make cleaning and maintenance chores
easier. The layout plan below speaks for itself. It works
well.

As for the rig, the Babson commissioning package
includes a long list of options—a jiffy reefing system,
upgraded winches, boom vang, mooring equipment and
emergency gear, among others. Her cutter rig is a
modern setup with boomless staysail, and makes for an
easily handled, flexible sail plan, with a large foredeck
for working or sunbathing.

The LaFitte 44 seems to be an interesting choice in
a size range that’s becoming increasingly popular. Her
base price of $107,000, although breathtaking at first
glance, is moderate for yachts of this size and quality.
Pacific Far East Industries, 2808 LaFayette, Newport
Beach, Cal. 92663. D.G.
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