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| New Boats

LAFITTE 66

Specifications

l.o.a. 657"
Lwl 52'3%
beam . 16'8"
draft 6'9”
displ. - 67,000 ib.
ballast : : 20,000 ib.
s.a, : i 1,825 sq. ft.

s ternpting (and romantic) to believe that the LaFitie

66 was named after the swashbuckling pirate Jean La-
fitte, who operated out of New Orleans in the early 19th
century. But as genial Bernie Wahl, owner of LaFitte
Yachts tells it, that is not the case.

It seemns that some of the company’s original founders
were sitting around drinking wine one evening trying to
think of an appropriate name for their new Bob Perry-de-
signed 44. The more wine, the fewer the choices, until
someone noticed the name of the wine: Lafite. Voila!l (No
one recalls how the spelling changed.) o

Bernie Wah! had been a sailor all of his life. Success in
business gave him the time and the money to look at large
yachts, but he couldn’t find exactly what he wanted—until
he saw a LaFitte 44 and Perry’s plans for the 66, “If you
can build me a 66 the way you built the 44,” said Bernie,
“you’ve got a deal.” “Well, we can’t do that right now;

we're short of cash,” the owners responded, “but we’ll sell.

you the company.” “Sold!™ And the LaFitie 66 program
was born.

We sailed the vacht one hazy October afternoon out of
Mears Point Marina on Maryland’s pastora! Eastern
Shore. One’s first impression is of a massive, high-quality
yacht—she’s approved by ABS under its Maltese Al
Yachting Service standards, is constructed of Airex-cored
fiberglass with a Baltek balsa-cored deck, and features an
ABS-certified forward collision bulkhead. Fully loaded
she’s a 75,000-1b. yacht, vet in 12 knots of southerly eve-
ning breeze, the 66 showed us 6.5 knots of boat speed on
the wind, and tracked easily.

Below youw’ll find a true second home: from the twin
double staterooms forward, each with its own head and
shower, to the huge owner’s stateroom aft featuring five
big opening ports and a big hatch; full head, desk with
swivel seat, more-than-adequate stowage, and twin settees
on either side of the center-mounted double berth.

But the saloon is, to me, what makes the 66 such a big
winner: lots of room and headroom everywhere: from the
wide companionway to her hotel-size galley.

LaFitte builds the 66 at the Chung Hwa yard, in Taiwan.
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She comes with nine opening hatches and 17 opening ports
by Bomar, six stainless dorades, a Vetus Titan B windlass,
16 self-tailing Lewmar winches, 12- and 24-v. dc. and 120-
and 240-v. a.c. service, 650-gal. monel fuel tanks and 675-
gal. water tanks. All interior teak is hand-rubbed.

Standard machinery includes a Perkins 6-354 diesel
with a Borg-Warner series 72 1.9:1 reduction gear, a 23x18
two-blade propeller, Kohler 12.5-kw. generator, reverse-
cycle air conditioning by Aqua Temp, and a 20-cu. ft. re-
frigerator. The LaFitte 66 is everything one could want in
a big, comfortable yacht. She is so special, in fact, that only
two will be built per year. w-Fd Muhlfeld
For more information contact LaFitte Yachis Inc., Suite 33,
Yacht Haven, 326 First St., Annapolis, Md. 21403.
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Nav station: efficiency and fine wood,
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Ample beam aft invites a spacious, open owner’s stateroom. Saloon, with standard furnishings, resembles a living room. |
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